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Charles X succeeded to an empty treasury and a fine 1655-57 army. In 1655 he used the latter in a campaign against Poland, and in two months he had occupied Warsaw and Cracow. But it was easier to conquer Poland than to hold it, and presently Charles's difficulties made him seek the support of England in men and money. Oliver, seeing in him a re-birth of Gustavus, was at first eager to help, dreaming of a grand assault not only against catholic Poland but against catholic Austria. But his Council advised caution, and he was reluctantly compelled to stand back. England's interests must come before any dream of a protestant crusade, and it was not her interest that the Baltic should become a Swedish lake. Moreover Charles's successes would combine against him the Elector of Brandenburg, the Danes and the Dutch, so a protestant alliance would be hopeless from the start. A commercial treaty in 1656 was the only fruit of the negotiations. Plain people in England saw another reason for discretion. Though the Poles were a popish, nation, were they not a bulwark against something worse ? " They were a good bar for that side," Mr Robert Baillie wrote, " against the Turks' and Tartars' encroachments, and if they be ruined a great gap will be opened for these Scythian barbarians to fall onus all."1 For once a Scottish Covenanter took the long view.

In 1657 a powerful coalition was forming against Charles of Sweden. He had been forced out of Poland, and a hostile Dutch squadron was in the Baltic. Again he turned to England, but Oliver made the cession of Bremen a condition of his assistance. England would demand some security for money lent, and if she was to send troops to the Continent she must have a military base from which to operate. Charles refused, and before the end of the year was in desperate straits. Holland, Brandenburg and Denmark were in arms against him, and behind them was the great house of Habsburg. Oliver took alarm, for this seemed to him the Counter-Reformation panoplied and marching, a return of the black days of the Thirty
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